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Welcome to Issue 13 of our e-bulletin - we hope you find it useful and informative.  

This is addressed to: 
· Local authorities - Chief Executives, Directors of Children’s Services and 14-19 commissioning leads. 
· All YPLA funded providers - Principals of Academies, colleges with 16-19 provision, sixth form colleges, Independent Specialist Providers and independent providers.

Local Authority Directors of Children’s Services are asked to please forward this e-bulletin to Heads of their maintained schools with sixth forms.

If you would like us to add recipients to this distribution list then please send their e-mail address to ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk.
Copies of all e-bulletins will be posted on the News section of our website.  You can also sign up for alerts to new documents posted on the YPLA website by registering for our web alert service.  
All statutory guidance and legislation linked from this site continues to reflect the current legal position unless indicated otherwise, but may not reflect current Government policy.

In this edition –

FOR ACTION:  

Article 1 - Financial and Audit returns to the YPLA
FOR ACTION AND INFORMATION:

Article 2 – Education Maintenance Allowance closure reminder 



FOR INFORMATION:

Article 3 – Case Study - Improving outcomes for disadvantaged young people


 HYPERLINK  \l "A4" 

Article 4 - Minimum Levels of Performance

Article 5 - Care to Learn Registration Form returns



 HYPERLINK  \l "A6" 

Article 6 - Access to the Provider Gateway



 HYPERLINK  \l "A7" 

Article 7 - New developments from the information authority and the Data Service


Article 8 - Congratulations – Got it in! Got it right!


Article 9 – Parliament and Public Affairs Update


FOR CONSULTATION:

Article 10 – Single Equality Scheme


You can click on any of the above to go directly to the article. 

	ACTION FOR SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS AND 
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST PROVIDERS

Article 1 - Financial and Audit returns to the YPLA

	Sixth form colleges, ISPs, and some commercial & charitable providers* should submit a hard copy of 
their annual financial returns to the YPLA and an electronic version to afm@ypla.gov.uk
Financial Returns Schedule 

Providers

Sixth Form Colleges

Independent Specialist Colleges

Commercial & Charitable Providers

Financial Documents
FMCE

(
(
(
Due 30 Nov 2010

Audited Accounts

(
(
(
Due 31 Dec 2010

Due as and when completed 

Management Letter

(
N/A

N/A

Due 31 Dec 2010

Internal Annual Audit Report

(
N/A

N/A

Due 31 Dec 2010

Hard copies – should be posted to Linda Stubbs or Dalbinder Thind 

            Young People’s Learning Agency

Finance Department

Cheylesmore House

Quinton Road

Coventry     CV1 2WT 

Electronic Copies – With the exception of the Financial Management & Control Evaluation (FMCE), 
which should be uploaded onto the Provider Gateway, please submit an electronic version to the 
central AFM email address: afm@ypla.gov.uk 

*The YPLA are the lead assurers for commercial and charitable providers who receive a greater 
proportion of funds from the YPLA than the Skills Funding Agency.   These providers are required to 
send their returns to the YPLA. 

The FMCE guidance documents and pro-forma returns for the year ended 31 July 2010 are available 
on the Skills Funding Agency’s website. SFA FMCE policy

	Back up

	INFORMATION AND ACTION FOR ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

Article 2 -  Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) closure reminder

	We would like to remind you that the EMA scheme will close to new applicants from 1 January 2011.        This means that applications must be received by the Learner   Support Service (LSS) by 31           December 2010. All applications received by the LSS on or after 1 January 2011 will not be processed. 

Please ensure that providers and colleagues are made aware of this deadline. 
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	INFORMATION FOR FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, ACADEMIES, INDEPENDENT  PRIVATE PROVIDERS AND INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST PROVIDERS   

Article 3 – Case Study - Improving outcomes for disadvantaged young people

	Social class and socio-economic background remains the strongest indicator of educational 

Achievement, ahead of both individual effort and even ability. Fortunately there are many within the 

education sector, and particularly within further education, who are working successfully to improve outcomes for disadvantaged young people. 
A publication Improving Outcomes for Disadvantaged Young People: Case studies of effective practice been produced that demonstrates the work done by many different 16-19 providers in a variety of settings,   working with diverse vulnerable and marginalised groups. The case studies represent real examples of effective practice to improve outcomes for disadvantaged young people. 
Narrowing the gap and improving outcomes for all young people remain at the very heart of our 
ambitions and aspirations. These case studies seek to entice and inspire. 

Contact gareth.griffiths@ypla.gov.uk  tel: 02476 825896
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	INFORMATION FOR THOSE WITH AN INTEREST IN 16-18 COLLEGE PERFORMANCE AT LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, AND INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS
Article 4 - Minimum Levels of Performance (MLP)

	Following ministerial confirmation of the thresholds for MLP, the Learner Responsive MLP reports will be published on the Provider Gateway in the week commencing 13 December. The weighted success rate minimum levels that have been agreed are set out in the table below:
Minimum levels of performance thresholds

Programme/Qualification type
Minimum level
FE long qualification Level 1
63 per cent
FE long qualification Level 2
63 per cent 
FE long qualification Level 3
63 per cent
A-levels
75 per cent 
FE long qualification Level 4 or higher
61 per cent
FE short qualification (all levels/5 to 24 weeks)
65 per cent
Apprenticeships (full framework)
53 per cent
Advanced Apprenticeships (full framework)
53 per cent
Train to Gain
68 per cent
Provider MLP Reports for Employer Responsive provision are now available on the Provider Gateway.

Guidance for providers will be available in the week commencing 13 December. This will be available on the YPLA website http://www.ypla.gov.uk/aboutus/ourwork/qa/.  The guidance will be augmented by a technical description of the MLP methodology used to build the reports.

	Back up


	INFORMATION FOR ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

Article 5 - Care to Learn Registration Form returns
You may be aware that Care to Learn introduced a revised application process for the 2010/11 academic year, where young parents can apply for support with only their own details, before they have chosen a Learning or a Childcare Provider. 
If a learner is assessed as eligible for support, they will be sent a Notice of Entitlement, and two registration forms: a Learning Provider Registration Form and a Childcare Provider Registration Form. The learner must take these registration forms to their chosen Learning and Childcare Providers. 

If you aware of any young parents who are in learning and have applied for Care to Learn, please check with them whether their Childcare Provider is receiving payments. We are aware that, in some cases, the learners have not passed the registration forms to the providers - please encourage them to do so.  

Payments cannot be released until we have received and assessed registration forms from both the Learning Provider and the Childcare Provider.  

If you have any questions about Care to Learn you can visit the website at http://caretolearn.ypla.gov.uk or call the helpline on 0845 600 7979.
Back up


	INFORMATION FOR ALL PROVIDERS OF 16-18 PROVISION INCLUDING SCHOOL SIXTH FORMS

Article 6 - Access to the Provider Gateway
The YPLA has recently published value added data and provider performance reports via the 
Provider Gateway.  All schools, colleges and Academies that deliver 16-18 learning have rights of access to the Provider Gateway. We are aware that some institutions have experienced difficulty in gaining access to the Gateway. 
All issues relating to access to the gateway including obtaining the login details and password required should be addressed to the Data Service’s Service Desk on 08702 670001 or email servicedesk@thedataservice.org.uk
Back up
INFORMATION FOR ALL YPLA FUNDED PROVIDERS

Article 7 - New developments from the information authority and the Data Service 
The Data Service is in the process of scoping business requirements for the re-platforming of its data collection systems.  The aim is to streamline data collection systems, replace applications (the Provider Information Management System (PIMS), Online Data Collection System (OLDC), POL, IPOL (Provider Online Application Systems), Learner Information Suite (LIS) and Learner Aims Database (LAD) and offer flexible systems capable of functional change. 
The information authority has been working with the Data Service with a view to moving to a single, restructured, learner data collection, defined and collected using Extensible Markup Language (XML).  

Further details on the development of these projects are available from the information authority and the Data Service websites.
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INFORMATION FOR ALL YPLA FUNDED PROVIDERS

Article 8 - Congratulations – Got it in! Got it right! 
The information authority and the Data Service are pleased to announce that the end-of-year 2009/10 Employer Responsive (W13) and Learner Responsive (F05) Individualised Learner Record (ILR) collections were successfully closed. 

The information authority and the Data Service would like to thank all staff and providers for ensuring the successful close of these returns.
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	INFORMATION FOR ALL PROVIDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS:
Article 9 – Parliament and Public Affairs Update
We thought you might like to get some parliament and public affairs updates on what’s happening in 
the young people’s learning sector.  
Back up
CONSULTATION FOR ALL YPLA STAFF, PROVIDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS IN RECEIPT OF 
YPLA FUNDING:
Article 10 – YPLA Single Equality Scheme (SES) - REMINDER
Our Single Equality Scheme outlines our approach to embedding equality, diversity and inclusion into         all aspects of our work.  It sets out four key objectives which are supported by a clear action plan.
The SES consultation document offers YPLA staff, providers and stakeholders an opportunity to 

comment on the proposed equality scheme, its objectives and the approach that the YPLA intends to 

adopt to deliver those objectives. 
The consultation closes on 31st January 2011.
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Please click here to see copies of the Skills Funding Agency’s Updates
	If you no longer wish to receive this email, please notify us here


 If you would like to give feedback on this e-bulletin, then e-mail us at ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk
               e-bulletin


Issue 13                                         


8th December 2010








PAGE  
4
Championing Young People’s Learning


