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Young People’s





Welcome to Issue 11 of our e-bulletin - we hope you find it useful and informative.  

This is addressed to: 
· Local authorities - Chief Executives, Directors of Children’s Services and 14-19 commissioning leads. 
· All YPLA funded providers - Principals of Academies, colleges with 16-19 provision, sixth form colleges, Independent Specialist Providers and independent providers.

Local Authority Directors of Children’s Services are asked to please forward this e-bulletin to Heads of their maintained schools with sixth forms.

If you would like us to add recipients to this distribution list then please send their e-mail address to ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk.
Copies of all e-bulletins will be posted on the News section of our website.  You can also sign up for alerts to new documents posted on the YPLA website by registering for our web alert service.  
All statutory guidance and legislation linked from this site continues to reflect the current legal position unless indicated otherwise, but may not reflect current Government policy.

In this edition –

FOR INFORMATION:

Article 1 - Announcement on Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
Article 2 - 16-19 Funding Update
Article 3 - Qualification Approval for Funding Eligibility – Section 96
Article 4 - ILR Return 2010/11
Article 5 - Provider data and MI Report
Article 6 - Final Funding Claims 2009/10
Article 7 - Learner Achievement Tracker Value Added Tool – reports publication


Article 8 - Parliament and Public Affairs Update
Article 9 - Colleges Week 2010, 8th-14th November
You can click on any of the above to go directly to the article. 

	INFORMATION FOR ALL YPLA FUNDED ORGANISATIONS:
Article 1 - Announcement on Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)

	On Wednesday 20th October it was announced that the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)         scheme will be replaced by an enhanced learner support fund that will be administered by schools, colleges and training providers.
The EMA scheme will close to new applicants from 1st January 2011. Young people who are currently       receiving EMA will continue to receive it for the rest of this academic year, but they will not receive it         next academic year. 

	Back up


	

	INFORMATION FOR YPLA FUNDED PROVIDERS:
Article 2 – 16-19 Funding Update
The YPLA is working with stakeholders to prepare guidance on funding 16 – 19 provision to replace the National Commissioning Framework. This guidance will be published after the Schools White Paper, a date will be confirmed as soon as possible.
In the meantime, a series of regional briefing events around the Statutory Guidance are being planned for Local Authorities and Providers. It is anticipated that these will take place in December / January. More details will be available shortly.
Paul Williamson recently attended a meeting with the Association of Learning Providers to talk about         the development of new guidance on funding for 16 – 19 year olds and talks about this in a video            that can be found at: 
http://www.fenews.co.uk/spotlight-videos/16-19-funding-update-from-yplas-paul-williamson
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	INFORMATION FOR ALL LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND YPLA FUNDED ORGANISATIONS:
Article 3 - Qualification Approval for Funding Eligibility – Section 96
The Department for Education (DfE) has confirmed a new interim approach to the approval of          qualifications for funding eligibility for young people until March 2011. Full details can be found on the Section 96 website www.education.gov.uk/section96; in summary:
· Ministers have decided to remove the former Section 96 (Learning and Skills Act 2000)   administrative criteria for the approval of vocational qualifications for use for students up to 19.
· This decision has been taken as the former Section 96 criteria were out of date and did not      support the Coalition Government’s priorities for vocational education.
· Ministers do not wish to pre-empt Professor Wolf’s review of vocational education and her recommendations which are due early in the New Year.
· In place of the previous arrangements, the interim arrangements described on the Section 96   website have been put in place, to run until March 2011 when it is anticipated they will be        replaced by new arrangements in light of Professor Wolf’s review.
· New accredited vocational qualifications for use post 16 will in general be approved.
· In principle, no new vocational qualifications to be approved for use pre 16.
· The Joint Advisory Committee for Qualifications Approval (JACQA) which was jointly supported by QCDA and YPLA will be dissolved.
We are still working with colleagues from the DfE to understand the implications of the interim        arrangements and in particular the expected role and responsibilities of the YPLA in the interim arrangements.
Awarding organisations and providers should visit the Section 96 website at www.education.gov.uk/section96. For more details where there is a ‘contact us’ facility for enquiries.     The JACQA inbox – JACQA@YPLA.gov.uk – will remain open for the next few weeks to deal with any residual enquiries.
Next Steps
The DfE has immediately approved under Section 96 approximately 300 qualifications and these have been added to the Section 96 website.
The DfE will review a further 1,000 or so qualifications, against the interim arrangements and expects to approve the majority of these for funding for 16-18 year old learners by the end of the          month. All these qualifications will be considered for approval from 1st September or the accreditation start date if later than 1st September 2010.  This is in recognition of the delay to approval of qualifications and to alleviate issues in relation to completion of the 2010/11 ILR return.
We understand that there may also be some funding validity issues with qualifications approved          recently as some providers have delivered qualifications from the start of the academic year and              prior to approval. Work is also being undertaken to review these qualifications and their start dates.
All other accredited qualifications will be approved in line with the interim arrangements set out on the Section 96 website.
Please note that it normally takes up to five weeks to update the information on the Learning Aims       Database.

In advance of DfE approval being given, the YPLA cannot confirm whether a qualification will receive section 96 approval and therefore be eligible for funding. Further information on the interim section 96 process is available on the section 96 website (http://www.education.gov.uk/section96/).

We are working with the Data Service to streamline this process as far as possible for this batch of qualifications.
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	INFORMATION FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES AND INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS:
Article 4 - ILR Return 2010/11
As previously trailed, the first Learner Responsive ILR return of 2010/11 (LR01) will be used by the YPLA as a key source of data in calculating funding allocations for 2011/12.  
As described above, there are delays in the process to approve some qualifications on Section 96, and would refer providers to guidance published on the information authority website. If providers do not follow this guidance, there is a risk that some learners will not be counted in the allocations process. Following the guidance will reduce the risk that information is missing from the LR01 data return and therefore avoid any adverse impact on the calculation of lagged learner numbers and funding allocations for 2011/12. 
The guidance only applies to those qualifications where providers have been informed that the awarding body has applied for Section 96 approval and is awaiting DfE confirmation.
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INFORMATION FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES AND INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS:
Article 5 - Provider data and MI Report
The YPLA has developed a new Data & MI Report. The report brings together summary information at provider level from a variety of data sources. To reflect the different sources of data available for different provider types, there will be three versions of the report: one for school sixth forms; one for Independent private providers in respect of E2E/Foundation Learning provision (not Apprenticeships) and one for other learner responsive providers (general further education colleges, sixth form colleges and local authorities as providers).
The report has been developed to fulfil four key functions:
1. To assist providers in self-improvement.
2. To act as a light touch, desk based evaluation by the YPLA to provide assurance for continued funding.
3. To inform local authorities about the provision in their area to complement the strategic analysis and data already shared, and to assist them in developing their local statement of needs/priorities.
4. As a consistent source of information available to Ofsted as part of the material they collate prior to inspection (and a replacement to the pre inspection briefing).
The reports will be available through the provider gateway in the week commencing 15th November.
There will be an accompanying user guide and technical annex which identifies the data sources and definitions used and a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). In line with provider gateway practice, the reports will be available to the provider for their own data only, to local authorities for the providers in their area and to Ofsted for all providers. Local authorities will also have access to Residency reports showing trends in performance for learners who live in their area.
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INFORMATION FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES AND INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS:
Article 6 - Final Funding Claims 2009/10
All ILR-funded providers are reminded that the deadline for ILR F05 (2009/10) is 22nd November 2010.  Please note that we are unable to accept returns submitted after this date. Final claims are also due by the same date.  Please ensure that Final Claim ILR data columns match all final ILR F05 portal data returns. Any inconsistencies between these data returns may result in a delay in issuing final claim reconciliation statements. 
The information authority will be contacting organisations that have not submitted any data files to remind them of the importance of this data collection. 
Further information is available on the information authority website.
The YPLA has agreed that signed original paper final claims for all providers funded by both the YPLA and Skills Funding Agency may be sent to the regional Skills Funding Agency Office. A copy of the Final Claim and accompanying LIS Funding Claim Report must also be sent to: cvhilrreturns@ypla.gov.uk.
For providers only funded by the YPLA, a signed original final claim will be required and the address is included within the final claim workbook. All electronic returns to the YPLA and the Skills Funding Agency must include provider names and their UPIN reference.
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INFORMATION FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS, SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES WITH SIXTH FORMS:
Article 7 - Learner Achievement Tracker Value Added Tool – reports publication
Following the article in the last e-bulletin dated 27th October about The Learner Achievement Tracker Value Added (LAT VA), this is to confirm that the LAT VA reports will be available through the provider gateway the week commencing 15th November. Further information about the tool can be accessed at the YPLA website http://www.ypla.gov.uk/aboutus/ourwork/qa/lat-va-tool/
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	INFORMATION FOR ALL PROVIDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS:
Article 8 – Parliament and Public Affairs Update
We thought you might like to get some parliament and public affairs updates on what’s happening in the young people’s learning sector.  This week’s Update covers the following:
The Update covers:
1. The Comprehensive Spending Review
2. University Tuition Fees
3. All Age Careers Service
4. National Conference for Directors of Children’s and Adult Services
5. Michael Gove Writes to Local Authorities on Academies
6. Consultations and Reports
7. Questions, Early Day Motions and Back Bench Debates
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	INFORMATION FOR FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES AND ACADEMIES:
Article 9 - Colleges Week 2010, 8th – 14th November

	Colleges Week is running this week until 14th November and is now in its third year. It is the education sector’s major showcase for the vital role that Colleges play in providing people of all ages and businesses in the UK with the opportunities they need to succeed. The YPLA Communications team has been working very closely with the Association of Colleges (AoC) to promote the event. A competition has been carried out asking students why they choose to go to college and is being judged by AoC and the YPLA.
More information can be found at the Colleges Week website and from the Colleges Week YouTube channel.
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	If you no longer wish to receive this email, please notify us here


Please click here to see copies of the Skills Funding Agency’s Updates

If you would like to give feedback on this e-bulletin, then e-mail us at ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk
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