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	       WELCOME TO THE YPLA E-BULLETIN



Welcome to the first edition of the regular YPLA e-bulletin created for local authority directors of children’s services, academy principals and independent specialist providers.  The bulletin is also copied to local authority 14-19 commissioning leads.  
The aim of our e-bulletin is to share important information with you in a concise format.  Most articles will link to information or documents on our website.  Our policy is for communications to be electronic.  

You can also sign up for alerts to new documents posted on the YPLA website by registering for our web alert service.  Copies of all e-bulletins will be posted on the News section of our website.
All statutory guidance and legislation linked from this site continues to reflect the current legal position unless indicated otherwise, but may not reflect new Government policy.

In this edition -
FOR ACTION:
· Exceptional Funding - Desk Instructions for Learners at ISPs
· Practice Note on Financial Assurance
FOR GUIDANCE:
· YPLA Funding Guidance 2010/11

· Funding for Foundation Learning

· Post 16 Transport Funding
· College Financial Planning Handbook and Accounts Direction Handbook

FOR INFO:
· PCDL Updated Provider Registration Documents

· Care to Learn Application Process

· Part 1 Joint Audit Code of Practice

· Strategic Analysis and Core Data Sets – for local authorities only
· Use of the YPLA Logo

· Useful Telephone Numbers

	FOR ACTION:                                                                                                       
Exceptional Funding process instructions for Learners at ISPs  (Ref: YPLA-G-61/2010)                                                                                                                              

	Exceptional Funding process instructions to support local authorities on the exceptional funding review process for the 2010/11 placement year. The review arrangements are referenced at paragraphs 66 to 75 of the Placement Information: Learners with Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities at Independent Specialist Providers 2010/11 and paragraphs 7 to 10 and Annex 7 of the Placement Technical Guidance 2010/11.  

Contact:  tracy.mitchell@ypla.gov.uk    Tel: 024 7682 5652                                                            

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST PROVIDERS AND LOCAL AUTHORITY LLDD CONTACTS

	 Back up

	

	FOR ACTION:
Practice Note on Financial Assurance  (Ref: YPLA-G-14/2010)

	YPLA Finance Guidance 02/2010 provides information in a practice note to local authorities on assurance arrangements after 1 April 2010.  It sets out the financial requirements and also gives examples of best practice advice and operational guidance as to how assurance may be obtained.  The practice note should be read in conjunction with Joint Audit Code of Practice (JACoP).

Contact: phil.eames@ypla.gov.uk   Tel: 0117 372 6517

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL FINANCE LEADS AND HEADS OF INTERNAL AUDIT PROVIDERS 

	Back up

	

	FOR GUIDANCE:                                                                                                 
YPLA Funding Guidance 2010/11  (Ref: YPLA-G-19/2010)                                                                                

	Funding Guidance sets out regulations on eligibility, details of the national funding formula and rates for 2010/11. The Guidance is needed by providers for planning the delivery of education and training provision from 1 August 2010.  
The following are links to the guidance documents (1) Learner Eligibility Guidance; (2) Funding Rates and Formula; (3) Funding Regulations  and (4) The Additional Learning Support Guidance also available on YPLA website.
Contact:  keith.standing@ypla.gov.uk    Tel: 02476 82 3349

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL FUNDED PROVIDERS APART FROM ISPs

	Back up

	

	FOR GUIDANCE:                                                                                                             
Funding for Foundation Learning   (Ref: YPLA-G-58/2010)                                                                      

	The YPLA has been working with representatives of React and provider associations on how provision for learners working primarily at entry and level one will be funded from this August.  The results of this work are now published in a Guide to Funding Foundation Learning. This includes details of new flexibilities. Examples and a question and answer brief will follow in the next e-bulletin.  
Contact:  kevin.street@ypla.gov.uk    Tel: 02476 82 3513

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

	Back up

	

	FOR GUIDANCE:                                                                                                 
Post 16 Transport Funding  (Ref: YPLA-G-26/2010)                                                                                      

	The Post-16 Transport Guidance and Funding document gives information to local authorities in preparing their academic year 2010/11 transport policy statements along with advice on how the post-16 partnership funding can be used.  Please note that although previously advised, hard copies of the 2010 guidance are not being distributed as YPLA policy is for all communications to be distributed electronically.
Links to the Transport guidance and post 16 guidance documents and further information can be obtained from the YPLA website http://transportpartnerships.ypla.gov.uk/
Contact:  post16transportfunding@ypla.gov.uk   Tel: 0114 207 4532

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

	Back up

	

	FOR GUIDANCE:

College Financial Planning Handbook  (Ref: YPLA-G-66/2010) and
Accounts Direction Handbook  (Ref: YPLA-G-67/2010)

	This guidance to Sixth Form Colleges sets out the annual requirement to prepare three year financial plans and annual accounts, to be returned to their relevant local authority by 31 July 2010 and 31 December 2010 respectively.  This guidance comprises the Financial Planning Handbook (incorporating the excel spreadsheets which make up the financial plan) and the Accounts Direction Handbook (incorporating the finance record).  As in previous years, this guidance is published jointly with the Association of Colleges (AoC) and the Skills Funding Agency.  

The YPLA and the Skills Funding Agency are not in a position to provide guidance in the Financial Planning Handbook on assumptions to use in financial plans at this time.  Colleges will make their own decisions as to the most realistic assumptions to use, although the AoC may separately suggest possible approaches.  

The YPLA will prepare and issue guidance to local authorities on the review work they must carry out from August following the return of the financial plans by their Sixth Form Colleges, and subsequently from January 2011 on the annual accounts.

The Handbooks can be obtained from the AoC website (see link below) and will be made available on the YPLA website shortly. http://www.aoc.co.uk/en/Policy_and_Advisory_Work/finance_and_statistics/finance_directors/finance_reporting_project.cfm
Contact:  mike.croker@ypla.gov.uk    Tel: 0117 372 6519

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO SIXTH FORM COLLEGES

	Back up

	

	FOR INFO:                                                                                                          
PCDL Updated Provider Registration documents  (Ref : YPLA-G-77/2010)

	The documents outlining the process for learning providers to register with the Professional and Career Development Loans (PCDL) programme have been updated for 2010. Learning providers or learners interested in PCDL can obtain further details from the YPLA website http://pcdl.ypla.gov.uk/lprequirements/ 

 Contact:  lucy.rowe@ypla.gov.uk
Tel: 0114 207 4507

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

	Back up

	

	FOR INFO:

Care to Learn application process 2010/11  (Ref: YPLA-G-80/2010)

	Following feedback from partners, we have made it easier for learners to apply for support from the Care to Learn scheme. We have produced a special bulletin and briefing notes, which you can find on the Care to Learn website at http://caretolearn.ypla.gov.uk/resource/childcarenews/ 

Contact:  lucy.rowe@ypla.gov.uk
Tel: 0114 207 4507

	THIS INFORMATION MAY BE OF INTEREST TO THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR CARE TO LEARN AND LEARNER SUPPORT. THIS INCLUDES PROVIDERS AND CHILDCARE PROVIDERS.

	Back up

	

	FOR INFO:

Part 1 of Joint Audit Code of Practice  (Ref: YPLA-G-79/2010)

	In March we consulted colleges, LAs, and audit firms/agencies on Part 1 of the Joint Audit Code of Practice (JACoP).  This sets out proposed new assurance arrangements, based on the principle of “one provider, one assurer”.  

The responses to the consultation, which was conducted with the Skills Funding Agency and supported by React, were overwhelmingly positive.  Therefore we have now issued a letter confirming that Part 1 became effective from 1 April 2010.
Contact:  mike.croker@ypla.gov.uk    Tel: 0117 372 6519

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL FINANCE LEADS, 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

	Back up

	

	FOR INFO:  

Strategic Analysis and Core Data Sets For Local  Authorities  (Ref: YPLA-G-43/2010)

	The draft reports have been made available to Local Authorities either through the provider gateway or e-mail. The accompanying data packs are also available and the pivot tables will be made available when local authorities agree to the data sharing protocol.
Contact:   YPLA Regional Directors     Tel: 0845 337 2000



	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO DIRECTORS OF CHILDRENS SERVICES AND PROVIDERS

	Back up

	

	FOR INFO:  
Use of the YPLA logo

	Many providers have been asking us about using the Funded by YPLA logo on their literature.  In the majority of cases, such as academies and for other providers who are funded by a local authority, they won’t need use of the YPLA logo.  However, there are some exceptions:  

· Learner support programmes;
· YPLA capital-funded projects;

· ESF-funded and agreed joint partner projects

· Joint events or sponsorships

In these cases we will shortly be sending out branding instructions covering use of the logo.

Contact: kate.starr@ypla.gov.uk   Tel: 02476 82 3858

	THIS INFORMATION WILL BE OF INTEREST TO ALL 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

	Back up

	

	FOR INFO:
Useful Telephone Numbers

	The following link will give you information on key contacts within the functional areas of the YPLA.

	Back up


	If you no longer wish to receive this email, please notify us here


Please click here to see the Skills Funding Agency’s Update
If you want to give us feedback on this e-bulletin, then please e-mail us at ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk
All documents linked in this e-bulletin can also be downloaded from the Document Library section under Publications at www.ypla.gov.uk 
               e-bulletin
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