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West Sussex 14–19 Strategic Plan
 2010 – 2015

(Evaluation January 2011)

Evaluation January 2011: 

Each Area Strategic Plan has been evaluated and will be shared with the Area Partnership Boards 

Key Priorities:


· Raising Attainment

· Increasing Participation

· Supporting Vulnerable Learners 

· Ensuring Excellence 

Brief definition on page 7 of the 14-19 Strategic Plan.

Raising Attainment  

· The percentage of year 11 pupils achieving 5 A* to C GCSEs including English and Maths has increased by 3.1 percentage points from 52.2% in 2008/2009 to 55.3% in 2009/2010, but is below the West Sussex target of 59%.

· The percentage of year 11 pupils achieving 5 A* to C GCSEs in 2009/2010 is 72.3%.

· The percentage of year 11 pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate in 2009/2010 is 18.7%. (New indicator).

· The percentage of young people with Level 1, 5 plus GCSEs A* to G has increased by 1.3% percentage points from 94% in 2008/2009 to 95.3% in 2009/2010. This is fractionally below the West Sussex target of 96%.

· The average point score for Level 3 per student in 2009/2010 was 707.5. This compares favourably to the previous year where the figure was 696.7. 

· The percentage of year 11 pupils in receipt of free school meals achieving 5 A* to C GCSEs, including English and Maths, has increased from 20% in 2008/2009 to 28% in 2009/2010. The attainment gap of year 11 pupils in receipt of free school meals achieving 5 A* to C GCSEs, including English and Maths, has decreased from 33% in 2008/2009 to 29% in 2009/2010.

· The percentage of young people with Level 1, 5 plus GCSEs A* to G or equivalent including English and Maths has increased by 1.1% percentage points from 93.3% in 2008/2009 to 94.4% in 2009/2010. This is fractionally above the West Sussex target of 94%.

· The number of young people taking Apprenticeships has increased from 894 in 2008/2009 to 1244 in 2009/2010 which represents an increase of 350. 

· 2009/10 achievement increased to 66.6% but Advanced Apprenticeships numbers were lower (277) and achievement was lower 65.5%.

Currently unreported: 
· The percentage of 19 years olds achieving either a Level 2 or a Level 3 qualification by age 19 is not currently available. We are awaiting a response from the YPLA as to when this data will become available. 

· The percentage of those who were in receipt of Free School Meals at age 15 attaining either Level 2 or Level 3 by age 19 in the relevant year is not currently available. We are awaiting a response from the YPLA as to when this data will become available. 

· The gap in attainment of Level 3 at 19 between those young people who were in receipt of free school meals at age 15 and those who were not is not currently available. We are awaiting a response from the YPLA as to when this data will become available. 
· The data indicates that there has been some success in year 11 5A*-C, Apprenticeships and the percentage of young people with Level 1, 5+ A*-G or equivalent including English and mathematics. However, the data suggests that there is further work to be undertaken to raise attainment in the identified key indicators. The three categories awaiting data confirmation may reinforce their views.

· Increase in 5 A*-C GCSE results, Young Apprenticeships and Increased Flexibility outcomes has influenced progression. E.g. Area A 70% of students on IF courses progressed to college courses and the remainder followed the Apprenticeship route. 

Recommendations:
· Further work is undertaken to raise performance in key indicators. 

Increasing Participation

· Reducing NEET level has not been achieved given the current economic climate there has been an increase in the number of NEET.

· The Number of “unknowns” has been reduced.

· Demonstrating progress through appropriate learning routes: evidence of this is seen in the Area Strategic Plan evaluations.

· The % of 17 year olds participating in Education or Training (WBL) in 2009/10- we are awaiting a response from the YPLA as to when this data will become available. 

· The 2009/2010 target for the % of 16-18 year olds who are NEET was 3.8% and we are awaiting the three monthly average (November to January) due by the end of February. 

· The percentage of 16 and 17 year olds who had an appropriate September Guarantee in 2009/2010 was 95% for 16 year olds and 80% for 17 year olds. The figures for 2010/2011 have increased to 96.1% for 16 year olds and 84.7% for 17 year olds. 

Recommendations:

· A further action may be to consider and develop an appropriate curriculum for full participation (16-18) 2015 which includes a range of options, clearly defined Area and West Sussex progression routes, the “English Bac”, Apprenticeships and recommendations from the Wolfe report.

Supporting Vulnerable Learners

· Steps have been taken towards ensuring a range of appropriate provision, with flexible provision, “wrap around” services and additional learner support.
· Reducing the numbers of young people being educated away from their local community: this is happening.
· Supporting learners in transition is not being met. There are major issues and it is happening on an ad hoc basis 

· Ensuring barriers to access are addressed. This is difficult to address especially in the view of Government spending cuts.

Recommendations: 

· These continue to be significant priorities to support Vulnerable Learners and Area Partnerships to support these through area working.

Key Issues:

· There are some vulnerable learners who do not fit in a named category and can find it difficult to access learning. Connexions are helpful but post 16 placements can be inaccessible because of cost. Other agencies after work recommendations but this is not accompanied with funding.

· Young people who are often disenfranchised consist of students requiring CAMHS, and those with Autism or Aspergers requiring mentoring.

Ensuring Excellence

This is difficult to quantify; but in response to providing quality provision for all learners:

· Planning for future survey – responds to views of learners and parents.

· All schools come under the new quality standard for Careers and IAG, some schools have gained Investors in Care status. Institutions are developing shared CPD, peer workforce support and good practice. 

· Capital funding is not available which impacts on developments.

· Ofsted outcomes demonstrate that standards are being raised.

Recommendations: 

· This should continue to be a key driver in improving opportunities and outcomes for students.

Raising of the Participation Age

This was part of the plan until June, but is now a key feature of the Education Policy. Student projections are in place until 2020 and data has been produced for each area to plan development.

Recommendations: 

· An appropriate curriculum should be devised for full participation in 2015

· Gap analysis undertaken to inform Strategic Planning

· Progression routes identified 

· The infrastructure namely buildings, facilities fit for purpose to deliver the curriculum.

· Capital requirements should be considered and flexible options to meet them.  
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