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Welcome
Welcome to the fourth edition of Update, our weekly communication to Skills Funding Agency training organisations. 

Following purdah, your colleagues will be able to view all back copies and the latest version of Update on the Skills Funding Agency website every Wednesday afternoon, click here to be taken to the relevant section of our website.  We apologise for this temporary inconvenience and request that during the purdah period you forward the Update to all interested individuals.

If you have any feedback please get in touch by emailing update@skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk. 

In this edition:
· Attendance required at directory of course provision workshop
· Adult Learner Responsive Funding Allocations 2010/11
· Training Offer for those Unemployed for Six Months
· Useful telephone numbers and websites
Attendance required at directory of course provision workshop 
For Action
 

Important. Register by Friday 30 April 2010 for the half day workshop on meeting your organisation’s requirements to upload details of your Skills Funding Agency funded course provision to the new course directory for the adult advancement and careers service. 

For quick registration click here www.coursedirectoryproviderworkshops.com or forward this invite to your Data / Management Information manager.  
Workshops, which are free of charge, are being held across the country from 11 May – 3 June and it is important a representative from your organisation attends. 

 Back to top
 
Adult Learner Responsive Funding Allocations 2010/11 
For information
 We issued funding statements on 26th March showing final funding allocations for Adult Learner Responsive (ALR) participation and Adult Safeguarded Learning, and draft allocations for Additional Learner Support (ALS) and Discretionary Learner Support (DLS).  On 31st March, we issued a note indicating that the ceiling for ALR participation allocations would be raised to 93% of the 2009/10 allocation, and account management teams have subsequently provided an informal indication of the new allocation.

We intend to issue an updated funding statement in the second week of May to confirm all final allocations.  In the meantime, we can confirm that we do not expect there to be any change in the increased ALR participation allocations which we have confirmed informally, and we do not expect there to be any reduction in the draft ALS allocations.  The moderation of DLS allocations has not yet concluded, but we aim to confirm these at the same time.
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Training Offer for those Unemployed for Six Months
For information
Providers should be aware that revised Provider Guidance for the above training offer is available.  Please access the revised guidance on the Skills Funding Agency website here.
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 Useful telephone numbers and websites
For information
 
·         National Apprenticeship Service - 08000 150 600 (employers) and http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/ 
·         Learners/individuals – adult advancement and careers service – 0800 100 900  or www.careersadvice.direct.gov.uk 
·         Employers (up to 5000 employees) – Train to Gain – 0845 600 9 006 or www.traintogain.gov.uk   
·         Employers (5000+ employees) – National Employer Service – 024 7682 5815 or http://skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk/employers/ 
·         Service Desk, The Data Service – 0870 267 0001 or www.thedataservice.org.uk 
·         Other Skills Funding Agency enquiries – Switchboard – 0845 377 5000 or www.skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk 
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The Skills Funding Agency funds and regulates adult further education and skills in England.
An agency of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.
 The Skills Funding Agency complies with The Data Protection Act (DPA) 1998 and information on our Privacy Policy can be found at http://skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk/privacy.htm 
