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Welcome

Welcome to the fifth edition of Update, our weekly communication to Skills Funding Agency training organisations. 
Following purdah, your colleagues will be able to view all back copies and the latest version of Update on the Skills Funding Agency website every Wednesday afternoon, click here to be taken to the relevant section of our website.  We apologise for this temporary inconvenience and request that during the purdah period you forward the Update to all interested individuals.

If you have any feedback please get in touch by emailing update@skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk. 

In this edition:

· Skills Funding Agency Brandsite and Branding Guidelines
· Attendance required at directory of course provision workshop 

· Adult Learners’ Week
· Personal Learning Record for the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) – Ofqual Letter
· Useful telephone numbers and websites
Skills Funding Agency Brandsite and Branding Guidelines 

For Action

All Skills Funding Agency providers should now be using the Skills Funding Agency logo wherever the Learning and Skills Council logo would have featured, including on websites and printed brochures.

The Skills Funding Agency logo and Brand Guidelines can be downloaded from our brand site: https://brand.skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk/. If you were a member of the Learning and Skills Council brand site your log in and password will remain the same.

If you are a new user there is a short application form to register on the brand site. It will ask you for an email address of a Skills Funding Agency ‘Sponsor’, add the email address of your Account Manager and they will authorise your request as soon as possible. 

If you have any questions regarding the Skills Funding Agency brand site, or are having trouble accessing it, call 0845 377 5000.

Back to top
Attendance required at directory of course provision workshop 

For Action

Register by Friday 7 May 2010 for the half day workshop on meeting your organisation’s requirements to upload details of your Skills Funding Agency funded course provision to the new course directory for the adult advancement and careers service.

For quick registration click here www.coursedirectoryproviderworkshops.com.
If you are unable to attend we urge you to forward this invite to your Data / Management Information manager. The workshops are free of charge, and are being held across the country from 11 May – 3 June. It is very important a representative from your organisation attends. 

Back to top
Adult Learners’ Week

For information

This year Adult Learners' Week is taking place from 15 – 21 May.  Adult Learners Week is the UK's largest and longest running learning campaign and encourages thousands of adults, whatever their age and background, to give learning a go.

You can find out how to get involved by visiting their website:

www.alw.org.uk/get-involved
There is also a range of resources available to help you brand and run your activities. Order online by 7 May to guarantee delivery before Adult Learners' Week.  
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Personal Learning Record for the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) – Ofqual Letter

For information

In April, Ofqual sent a letter to Chief Executives of all awarding organisations recognised by Ofqual confirming their position on the transitional arrangements for regulations under the new legislation related to the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF). The requirement in the Regulatory arrangements for the Qualifications and Credit Framework is that awarding organisations must support the operation of a system of credit accumulation and transfer, record credit and qualification achievements made by learners in their learner record.  A learner record is defined as an authoritative record of all credit and qualifications achievements made by an individual learner in the QCF. 
Awarding organisations will be expected to comply with the requirement once we are satisfied that the Personal Learning Record is fully functional, which the Skills Funding Agency expects to be during August – September 2010. We will confirm our approach to this requirement once the Personal Learning Record is in place.
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Useful telephone numbers and websites

For information

· National Apprenticeship Service – Employers call 08000 150 600 or visit http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/employers.aspx
· National Apprenticeship Service – Learners should visit  http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/Be-An-Apprentice.aspx
· Learners/individuals – adult advancement and careers service – 0800 100 900  or www.careersadvice.direct.gov.uk 
· Employers (up to 5000 employees) – Train to Gain – 0845 600 9 006 or www.traintogain.gov.uk   

· Employers (5000+ employees) – National Employer Service – 024 7682 5815 or http://skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk/employers/ 

· Service Desk, The Data Service – 0870 267 0001 or www.thedataservice.org.uk 

· Other Skills Funding Agency enquiries – Switchboard – 0845 377 5000 or www.skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk 
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The Skills Funding Agency funds and regulates adult further education and skills in England.
An agency of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.

 The Skills Funding Agency complies with The Data Protection Act (DPA) 1998 and information on our Privacy Policy can be found at http://skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk/privacy.htm 
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