Apprenticeship Certification Update

(Sent by ALP on behalf of National Apprenticeship Service) 

As you may be aware, the majority of the Apprenticeship provisions of the Apprenticeship, Skills, Children and Learning Act are now in force. National Apprenticeship Service (NAS) is writing to update Providers on the changes this will mean for the way Apprenticeship certificates are issued as stated in the regulations of the Act, and to let you know about the certification service that is currently being developed by the Alliance of Sector Skills Councils.

The Act introduces specific regulations for a new nationally consistent service which came into force on the 13th April 2011. NAS have been working with the Alliance and BIS officials to put in place plans for this and have agreed that the Alliance of Sector Skills Councils will be the new certifying authority for England. The Alliance will have this role under a formal delegation, given to them by the Chief Executive of the Skills Funding Agency.  When the new service comes into effect SSCs/SSO must cease from issuing certificates under existing arrangements.  

The Alliance has put in place transitional arrangements for issuing completion certificates to comply with the requirements of the Act. The Alliance will also be working on developing the new single service further, in order to deliver a streamlined certification service which will commence later in the year. The issuing of a statutory completion certificate will apply to all apprentices (including both publicly and privately funded) who complete a recognised Apprenticeship framework on or after the 13th April 2011. The new certificate will be of a single national design and NAS have asked the Alliance to send copies of this to you as soon as it is available. Further details on the delivery and management of this process, in the form of guidance, will be provided to you by the Alliance as part of their duties in becoming the certifying authority. 

The ASCL Act now requires the apprentice to apply for the certificate, however, the application may continue to be facilitated by a college/training provider. NAS expect the Alliance c/o the relevant SSC/SSO to process the application within 10 days subject to all evidence requirements being met. The Act also introduces a single charging policy for all completion certificates. The maximum cost that can now be charged for issuing an original Apprenticeship completion certificate is £25 or the actual cost (whichever is lower). Any individual who requests a subsequent copy of an Apprenticeship completion certificate the maximum charge will be £30 or the actual cost (again, whichever is the lower).

ALP will be responding to the Apprenticeship Certification process. In the first instance, it is advisable to visit your respective SSC homepage for further guidance. 

If any member has any queries about the Apprenticeship certification, please contact  paulmitchell@sctp.org.uk. 
