Further details of the replacement financial learner support programme for Education Maintenance Allowances have been shared with the YPLA's Learner Support Consultative Forum on which ALP's Paul Warner sits. 

Despite the absence of references to independent training providers in the Secretary of State's statement to the House last month, YPLA officials confirmed that the new £1200 bursary that will be made available to "vulnerable" young people in learning after September 2011 will be channelled to eligible young people irrespective of the type of provider at which they are participating. What is still to be decided at this stage is exactly how the bursary monies will be allocated to providers, who will become responsible for the payment of them to eligible young people. It is very likely that allocations will reflect in a large measure the profile of young people receiving EMA awards in the previous year's cohort, but this has not yet been firmly decided and discussions on this are continuing. 

ALP also expects a re-allocation of unspent existing DLSF funds in the relatively near future in order to help with transitional support for learners who started their courses after December 2010 but before the new arrangements commence in September 2011. It is likely that providers will be contacted in the near future to establish whether there are pressures for more funds to be allocated, and naturally ALP would encourage all members to respond as fully as possible to such requests. We would also ask all former E2E providers to examine their financial allocations closely for the current contract year to firmly establish whether DLSF funds were included. If for any reason you should find that they are missing, do please let us know (in complete confidence) at enquiries@learningproviders.org 
Still much to be bottomed out therefore, but details that are emerging appear to be relatively welcome. ALP will of course keep its members informed of substantive new developments. Details of the bursary and other EMA transitional arrangements can be found using this link.
