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FOUNDATION GROUP
Nottingham

12th May 2010
Present:

Paul Warner

-
ALP (Chair)

Jo Basham

-
Chelmer Training

Alan Benvie

-
Skills Solutions

Dorothy Burrows
- 
Kettering Borough Training

Frances Kempinska
-
Kettering Borough Training

Steve Edwards
-
Derbyshire and Notts CC

Robert Garside
-
Beneast

Gaynor Holland
-
Total People

Gary Chambers
-
CTS Training

Amy McHugh

-
CTS Training

Ken Newby

-
Hull Training

Holly Tonge

-
Scientiam

Ann White

-
ITS

Apologies:

Scot Nisbet

-
Landmark Training

Stewart Segal

-
Aegis

Notes of meeting:
1. PW noted Stephanie Baslington had stepped down from chairing SIG, thanked her for her contribution to the group over the last few years. On an interim basis PW would assume chair though in longer term it would be preferable for a member to assume the chair once again. 

2. Existing Terms of Reference for the group were deemed to be out of date. AP: PW to redraft for approval at next meeting.
3. PW outlined what appear to be significant moves on Foundation Learning (FL) funding announced at recent LLDD Advisory Group meeting and wished to hear reaction from members. The significant factors are:
i. The ceiling of 10% on the weeks elements of the contract is to be lifted. The actual proportion can instead be individually agreed between the provider and the commissioning local authority.
ii. All Entry Level 1 qualifications using the ten-step continuum (effectively this means EL1 qualifications in employability) are to be unlisted, meaning that planned instead of guided learning hours can be used to calculate SLN rates.

iii. Bearing in mind both points above, ILR code Z90P, which can currently only be used by Colleges to refer to "non externally-accredited provision" is to be extended to FL independent providers. This means that, subject to agreement with the local authority, FL providers can devise and offer e2e-type courses utilising the weeks funding elements of their contracts.

4. Additionally, the representative bodies are to be used to raise instances to YPLA where GLHs are deemed to be insufficient or otherwise unsatisfactory. The overall thrust of the changes do not however represent a change in policy direction - it is still the plan that Foundation Learning will eventually remove all weeks-based provision - but these changes should enable the transition to be more easily managed over the next year and to help mitigate the effects on the NEET group.

5. YPLA had announced that the above changes are now being written into guidance, but had asked ALP not to communicate them via Countdown at present in order to align with their own communications strategy. However clearance had been given to discuss them with the Foundation Group.

6. Attendees agreed that the moves were overall positive and very welcome. Discussion followed and two main questions were raised:

i. Will use of the Z90P code prevent a candidate from getting any funded external qualifications?
ii. In the event that a learner has already drawn down their full quota of 1.75 SLN by January - which will almost certainly be possible under these rules - what will happen to them under the January Guarantee rules?

AP: PW to follow up these questions and report back.
7. PW asked whether ALP's second and more detailed paper on funding, which had been submitted to the group prior to the meeting, should still be submitted. He recommended not, on the basis that many of its concerns would appear to have been dealt with for the moment. The Group agreed, though recommended that ALP should not for the moment lose its policy of lobbying for the retention of e2e as the advent of a new government may present renewed possibilities for this decision to be reconsidered.

8. Discussion on PLAs followed, with general concern at recognised adverse unintended consequences of decision to stop them. Discussion also on Functional Skills. PW outlined ALP current policy on both areas and received agreement from group that lobbying was proceeding on the correct lines.
9. Date of next meeting; to be notified.
