Approved College and Training Organisation Register (ACTOR) 
Previous Guidance Notes, Update articles and a specific ACTOR Briefing Note (published 22nd February) have communicated details of the Skills Funding Agency’s new approach to procurement through the use of ACTOR. This reminds providers that ACTOR replaces all of the Agency’s previous procurement processes for education and training services. 

ACTOR has enabled a significant streamlining of Agency procurement processes, with the move to a centralised, online and semi-automated approach to tendering for provision. The Invitation to Tender (ITT) sections of ACTOR capture key information that the Agency needs to assess the ability of organisations to deliver against these. Please note additional/supplementary information may be requested for procurement exercises. 

There are currently three ITTs available on ACTOR: 

• General workplace and classroom based provision which is labelled as the Adult Skills Budget (ASB) and incorporates provision comprised of the historic programmes: Adult Learner Responsive, Skills for Life, Apprenticeships, Train to Gain and Programmes for the Unemployed; 

• Adult and Safeguarded Learning; and 

• Provision for Learners with Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities for Independent Specialist Providers (on behalf of the YPLA). 

Colleges and providers are required to ensure that they have completed all of the relevant sections on ACTOR for the type of provision that they wish to be considered for in future procurement rounds. Whilst all of the sections of the Adult Skills Budget ITT are not mandatory, if organisations wish to make full use of breadth of delivery available through the Adult Skills Budget, and/or other funding streams such as ESF, they must ensure that they have indicated which areas of provision they wish to deliver. 

Providers wishing to deliver skills support in redundancy situations and to support the unemployed must complete the Programme for the Unemployed (PfU) section on ACTOR to be considered for any new or additional funding for this purpose, including ESF-funded provision. 

Organisations that have not already done so, who are interested in delivering Agency funded provision (including ESF-funded provision), can submit the relevant information in the ASB ITT. This can be done at any point when ACTOR is open, however only information submitted before formal freeze dates will be used for the published procurement exercise. The next freeze dates are: 

• Where arrangements in relation to the Minimum Contract Level (MCL) policy have been finalised: the ACTOR freeze is 17:00, Friday 15th April 2011. 

• Where arrangements regarding MCL will be confirmed by the beginning of May the final ACTOR freeze is 17:00, Friday 13th May 2011. 

The Agency will be publishing a second Briefing Note on ACTOR this week which will address some of the questions organisations may have on the use of ACTOR in the current ESF procurement round for provision to support the unemployed and details on the overall timetable. 

For queries on the ACTOR process please contact the procurement helpdesk.
