English and maths in Apprenticeships – no change to SASE 

AELP has sought and received very helpful clarification from the Joint Apprenticeship Unit at BIS/DfE that current SASE Guidance requirements (May 2011) will continue to apply for apprenticeships in England and that Level 1 in Functional Skills (or a GCSE for English and Maths) remains the minimum standard for completing an Intermediate Apprenticeship. There will however be a new expectation that providers will actively encourage the raising of Apprentices' standard of English and maths to Level 2. 

Some confusion seems to have arisen following the recent apprenticeships summit where BIS Ministers unveiled fresh plans for apprenticeships including a ‘requirement’ on providers to offer training in English and Maths up to the standard of a A*-C GCSE (level 2) for all Apprenticeships. The slight ambiguity was fuelled last week by the publication of the Governments New Challenges, New Chances document that confirms (page 11) “from the 2012/13 academic year, all Apprenticeship providers will be required to support Apprentices in progressing towards the achievement of Level 2 English and Maths.” 

The Apprenticeship Unit has confirmed that in future all apprentices are expected to be aiming to achieve level 2 in English and maths, and BIS and DfE will be working with OFSTED and the Skills Funding Agency to examine ways of assessing providers' effectiveness in raising apprentices to that level. This approach is similar to that which DfE have set out in their consultation on 16-19 study programmes. AELP understands therefore that the key requirement on providers will be to support apprentices towards the achievement of Level 2 English and Maths; BIS and SFA will be expecting providers to go further in encouraging apprentices to raise their level of ambition beyond Level 1, and to support them in doing so. As noted however, there is actually no change to SASE in that Level 1 Functional Skills is the baseline minimum standard for Intermediate Apprenticeship completion. 

AELP of course supports the Government's plan to raise overall literacy and numeracy standards, and we look forward to assisting the department(s) work as they finalise the details for funding and implementing this worthy objective. We will of course continue to assertively raise member concerns at the implications that the development of such plans will have on the ability to deliver such provision in work-based settings.
