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Important announcement from The Principal
It has been six years since I became Principal at Central Sussex College, having previously spent four years as Principal of Haywards Heath College. We have successfully completed the first five year plan and the College is in a strong position.  Teaching and learning, student success and employer engagement are all very good, and the College finances are sound.

During the autumn, the College Leadership Team has begun shaping the next five years and we are in a position to put proposals forward to the Corporation.

I have, therefore, made the decision that the timing is now right for me to retire.  This is for two reasons:

Firstly, it is right for the College.  As we start shaping a new five year plan, it is appropriate that a new principal is appointed to drive this planning and give commitment for that period.  I am 62 in June and am not in a position to commit to another five years.

Secondly, on a personal level I agreed with my wife that I would retire well before the age of 65 so that we had the time to do the things we want to do together.

I am delighted that the College has made such significant progress over its first six years, and I feel proud to be able to hand over the reins with the College in good shape for the future, and with a committed staff and excellent facilities.

There are exciting times ahead for staff, students and the communities we serve with the developments in 14-24 year old provision, the continuing expansion and growth of apprenticeships, increasing progression rates to Higher Education within the University Centre, growth in professional and commercial training services, and many other areas where government policy shift is opening up opportunities and challenges for us.

I have been planning the transition carefully to ensure that there is strategic and action plan momentum for up to a year – so that the College can continue to build on its strong base.  The Executive Team and College Leadership Team have a good grip on the plans to move forward with clear, delegated responsibilities for these.  This will enable a new principal to ‘bed in’ while the College continues to develop and improve its position locally and regionally.

I have been discussing my retirement with the Chair of Corporation, John Peel, during the past month or so and have helped him to shape a possible recruitment timetable starting with the advertisement in early January, long- and short-listing in February, and a final panel in early March.

I hope that a new principal will be in a position to take over at Central Sussex College by the end of the 11/12 academic year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff for their support, commitment and enthusiasm during my time as Principal.  I feel privileged to have been able to lead the College and help to raise its profile amongst our various communities and wish all of you, and the College itself, continued success for the future.

Best wishes.
Russell

**********************************************************

Message from The Chair of Corporation, John Peel:

I am sure, like me, you will be sorry to hear that Russell has decided to retire.  
With the support of staff, Russell has done a tremendous job over the last six years in leading the creation of Central Sussex College, and onwards towards becoming an excellent college.  
The College's achievements are too numerous to mention, and alongside its profile in the local and business community, are in no short measure a testament to the commitment, professionalism and credibility of Russell as Principal.  
He will be a tough act to follow, but I can assure everyone that the Corporation will strive to recruit a new principal who can fill Russell's shoes and continue the College's strong and positive progress for the future.
Best wishes.
John Peel

Chair of Corporation
For any enquiries please contact: 

Jean Ford, PA to The Principal T: 01293 442202 E: jford@centralsussex.ac.uk
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